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The Purpose of R
esearch

�
To learn about a specific phenom

enon that you 
are researching

�
To investigate an issue to gain understanding in 
order to contribute to:
–

Theory
–

D
ecision m

aking
–

Action



R
esearch Process 



R
esearch questions

�
Follow

 from
 the problem

 statem
ent and literature 

review
Æ

Q
uestions to achieve the research objectives

�
N

ot too broad and not too narrow
Æ

D
o able given existing tim

e fram
e and resources

�
A

llow
s for testing of an hypothesis (if one is part of 

the M
Sc research)

�
The objective of your research is to answ

er the 
research questions!

�
R

esearch question have to generate interest



M
ethodology

From
 Latin m

ethodus
+ -logia -logy

The procedure of tackling your problem
, including:

1.your w
orld view, your assum

ptions, and theoretical 
fram

ew
ork that lead to your research focus 

2.the design of the process, including the research 
question or hypothesis, the m

ethods, the analytic 
approach, the product and the tim

eline.



M
ethodology

�
W

orld view
 + positionality leads to choice of topic

�
Theoretical fram

ew
ork (conceptual fram

ew
ork) 

C
oncepts are abstractions in words that faciliate understanding

They are linked to build theories that explain research results
�

R
esearch question/hypothesis

�
C

hoice of m
ethods: H

O
W

–
D

ata collection 
–

A
nalysis

–
R

ecording
–

reporting



M
ethods

�
The instrum

ents used to collect  and analyse
the 

inform
ation needed to answ

er the research question or 
test your hypothesis.
–

C
om

bination of instrum
ents

�
Such as statistical analysis, interview

, focus group 
discussion, etc.

�
D

ata analysis: M
odelling, SPSS, Exel

�
The im

portance of triangulation
–

W
ithin the sam

e m
ethod

–
C

ross-m
ethod



Selecting the m
ethods

W
hat m

ethod w
ould w

e use:

�
If w

e w
ish to find out how

 m
any people oppose private 

sector involvem
ent?

�
If w

e are interested in opinions about w
ater services 

provided (by a public or private utility)?
�

If w
e are interested in the process of increasing private 

sector involvem
ent (privatization)?



Selecting the respondents (sources of data)
Q

uestions to be taken into account:
�

W
ho w

ill be a respondent and w
hy?

�
H

ow
 m

any respondents and how
 m

any tim
es?

�
W

hen and for how
 long?

�
W

here?
�

H
ow

 w
ill be achieved?



A
P

P
R

O
A

C
H

ap·proach
Verb:C

om
e near or nearer to (som

eone or 
som

ething) in distance: "the train approached 
the m

ain line"; 
N

oun: A w
ay of dealing w

ith som
ething: "w

e need 
a w

hole new
 approach to the job".

The w
ay to decide the problem



A
P

P
R

O
A

C
H

•
The research approach is a m

ethod of 
producing new

 know
ledge or deepening 

your understanding of a topic or issue. 



R
ESEA

R
C

H
 M

ETH
O

D
S

C
rotty (1998) defined research m

ethods as:
“The techniques or procedures used to collect,  gather 
and analyse data related to som

e research questions or 
hypothesis”

.
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TR
A

N
D

IS
C

IP
LIN

A
R

Y
 R

ES
EA

R
C

H

W
hat’s the difference?

Transdisciplinary
R

esearch
M

ultidisciplinary 
R

esearch
Interdisciplinary 

R
esearch



TR
A

N
D

IS
C

IP
LIN

A
R

Y
 R

ES
EA

R
C

H

W
hat’s the difference?

Transdisciplinary
R

esearch
M

ultidisciplinary 
R

esearch
Interdisciplinary 

R
esearch

C
ollaboration in w

hich 
exchanging inform

ation, 
altering discipline-specific 
approaches, sharing 
resources and integrating 
disciplines achieves a 
com

m
on scientific goal 

(R
osenberg 1992).

R
esearchers from

 a 
variety of disciplines 
w

ork together at som
e 

point during a project, but 
have separate questions, 
separate conclusions, and 
dissem

inate in different 
journals.

R
esearchers interact w

ith 
the goal of transferring 
know

ledge from
 one 

discipline to another. 
A

llow
s researchers to 

inform
 each other’s w

ork 
and com

pare individual 
findings. 



From
 disciplinary to 

transdisciplinary approach 

M
ultidisciplinary

Interdisciplinary
Trandisciplinary

D
ísciplinary



From
 disciplinary to 

transdisciplinary approach 



Exam
p

le

Local know
ledge am

ongst farm
ing com

m
unities on 

response to w
ater-induced hazards –

C
ase study in 

Xuan
Thuy N

ational Park, Vietnam
 

�
M

ethodology: H
um

an ecology fram
ew

ork
�

M
ethod: expert interview, focus group discussion, deep 

interview
 etc. 

�
Approach: interdisciplinary Approach   



Exercise

D
efine your concept:
�

M
ethodology

�
M

ethod
�

Approach 
¾

Transdisciplinary
R

esearch/ Approach
¾

M
ultidisciplinary R

esearch/ Approach
¾

Interdisciplinary R
esearch/Approach
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